BE READY!

36"No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son,[f] but only the Father. 37As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. 38For in the days before the flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, up to the day Noah entered the ark; 39and they knew nothing about what would happen until the flood came and took them all away. That is how it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. 40Two men will be in the field; one will be taken and the other left. 41Two women will be grinding with a hand mill; one will be taken and the other left.  42"Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come. 43But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what time of night the thief was coming, he would have kept watch and would not have let his house be broken into. 44So you also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him. 

From: Chief Combat Intelligence Officer, Department of False Prophecy, 

Division for Forecasting Divine Initiatives 

To: Senior Officer, Division of Counter-Celestial Warfare

Concerning: Possible and Promising Break-through in Forecasting 


Enemy Initiatives

Dear Sir, 


As you well know, for thousands of years we in the lower regions have been trying to stay ahead of the battle plans of our Heavenly Adversary, so as to prevent him from achieving his goal of redeeming this planet from our dominion and reuniting it with his heaven. For our part, we remain determined to retain our lawful hold upon this planet and over its wretched human guardians, however worthless they might seem to us. After all, it is they who continue to surrender their dignity and title to our Infernal Master with their every act of disobedience and betrayal toward their Creator, and our enemy. Although we see nothing worth the enemy's trouble in these disgusting, worm-like wretches bustling about on two legs, our Heavenly Adversary has persisted in working to redeem them from our grasp with a love that our best research still fails to understand, let alone even measure, and with a faithfulness to his Word that exceeds even our ability to lie. 


What makes the Heavenly Adversary's campaign against us all the more frustrating is that he has told us plainly, through his agents the prophets, of his plans and purposes to rescue our hapless hostages. Then, he always  follows through on his promises, true to his word. And yet each time he does so, he manages to catch us by surprise. I need not remind you of the stunned and despairing silence that swept our hellish regions just as we were celebrating our triumph over what we thought was the most supreme of his prophets, by killing him on a cross, only to find that we had actually dragged into the regions of death the very flesh-and-blood incarnation of the Heavenly Adversary himself. We knew that he loved these miserable creatures. But our best minds could never have foreseen that he would love them enough to actually take on their repulsive flesh and blood and suffer everything they suffered, including death. So, crucifying the adversary, as you know, was effectively like taking a bomb into our own home. The damage has yet to be repaired.


But the grudge match continues, and one last move remains to our opponent, one which must end the game, either in our favor or his. Though our Heavenly Adversary has held the upper hand through each of his last few moves, no fault of my department, all is not yet lost. He must yet return for the throne and the crown that he still claims from our Infernal Master. Again, His promise to this effect can now be read in nearly every language spoken by these endlessly chattering, over-evolved primates. He could have attempted this coup d'etat at any previous moment in human history. But he seems to be waiting until he has enough friends of “every tribe, tongue and nation” (in his own words) ready to celebrate his return with him. He is nothing, if not daring. And faithful, so far, to his word.


Since that resurrection debacle, we have redoubled our efforts at predicting and thus thwarting his next and last move. We think we may have had some limited success at distracting his subjects away from their task of preparing themselves and others for his return, with a diversionary focus on minute details of prophecies and predictions. When they could be winning more friends and fellow subjects with works and words of love and service, we have provoked them to argue over questions such as, “Will there be enough member countries in the European Economic Union to match the horns on the head of the beast?” or “What do we do now that there are more members of the European Economic Union than there are horns on the head of the beast?” or “Will the number 666 be tatooed on our heads and hands, or will it be inserted under our skin as microchips?” 


You'll be glad to know that we have recently scored a significant local victory in convincing some of the enemy agents to actually advocate for war, so as to provoke the cataclysmic end time battle in a way that they think is necessary to their Master's return. This was such a setback for their cause that we think we might have heard some of their angels weeping. 


But the staff members of our intelligence department remain concerned that such actions only amount to a delaying tactic, and not a conclusive victory. What we need is a way to discern the signs of the crucial key moments just before the Heavenly Adversary makes his final, decisive move, and to strike in such a way as to knock him off balance. Timing is of utmost importance; our blow must not be delivered so far in advance as to give our enemy time to adjust and to overcome. Yet acting too late is simply not an option. 


But how to read the signs of the times, so as to act and knock the Heavenly Adversary off balance before both feet touch the ground? Consider what we might learn about his timing from our most stunning past defeats:


You will remember the case of Noah and his family. Even though the adversary had told Noah that he would wipe his world clean of violence with a flood, and even though Noah had told his neighbors that such would happen, and that they would perish unless they got in the boat with him, everyone but Noah and his family was caught by surprise when the first day of rain stretched out to forty, including ourselves. 


That was when we first learned—or relearned—to trust the word of our opponent, even if our human subjects do not. On one hand, many of us were sad to see the vice and the violence cease under the rising tide of water. On the other hand, we cared little for the victims of the flood, even less for all those bawling, crawling animals that perished with them. But then it occurred to us that, because of that rude wooden boat that we had mocked, the reckless, pointless, wasteful diversity of our enemy's creation would continue once the floodwaters abated, and that some humans would survive that flood to re-establish the worship of our Adversary on our planet, thus insuring that their virtues would have a head start on our vices. We were devastated, to say the least. 


Our next and even greater humiliation I have already mentioned, the appearance of our Heavenly Adversary in the flesh, and his destruction of the power death from the inside out, as when Sampson brought down the temple of our friend Dagon upon himself. This defeat was made all the more devastating by the fact that, once again, some of his most worthless and despised subjects were more ready for his gracious invasion than we were. 


And now, I am sad to say, it is beginning to appear that a growing host of willing, waiting humans all around the world may again be more ready for the adversary's promised return than we might be. Unless, that is, we might come to know, in the nick of time, the imminent moment of his return, and catch him at his point of greatest vulnerability. For us to do that, it would help to recognize the factors that just preceded his decisive moves in our previous setbacks.


Dearest sir, we in the Division for Forecasting Divine Initiatives believe that we have indeed discovered those most important common elements that were in evidence in the days and moments leading up to the  most devastating moves which our heavenly adversary has made against us. 


In the case of Noah, consider the presence of the following elements at the scene of the crime: hammers, saws, planks of wood, bales of hay and other provisions for the care and nurture of animals and people in the boat. Consider also what they bear something in common with what we found at the site where the adversary's unfallen angels (our former colleagues before the rebellion) appeared to some unremarkable shepherds on the first night of his invasion: shepherds' staves, shears for clipping lamb's wool, an axe for chopping firewood, a pot of salve for treating the skin infections of livestock, a loaf of bread and flagons of wine and water to share with each other. Unremarkable, seemingly meaningless, every day tools, you think? That is precisely the point.  For all their simplicity, those daily tools, those simple material things, did not initially strike us as meaningful clues to the adversary's saving intentions. Yet they are among our adversary's most potent weapons. How clever he is.


In the case of both Noah and of his family, and of the shepherds, at the time of our Adversary's actions, both of these parties were engaged in constructive and virtuous work in keeping with the adversary's  original command to them, to care for each other, for others, and for the creation and other creatures about them in responsible, nurturing ways. Their word for this command is “love” (our Linguistics Department is still searching for a definition of that word). These labors and virtues, when combined with their regular worship and daily prayers, made for a state of spiritual and moral readiness on their part that should have alerted us to their Master's intentions. I know how much we in the netherworld would prefer to avert our eyes and ears in disgust from every mention or example of faithfulness, nurture and piety. But our very ignorance of our enemy's virtues may explain our defeats. In all the years that we have been hard at work encouraging and celebrating vice and violence, we have too often been caught unprepared by the Adversary's skillful uses of his agents' virtues and faith. In all the years that we have been trying—with some success—to distract our enemy's agents with useless questions about timing and world events, it is we who have been distracted from seeing the patient and steady virtues and commitments that many of them exhibit. As distasteful as these virtues are to us, they are not only foretastes and pictures of the very kingdom we are fighting to prevent, they may actually serve to prepare the way for this kingdom's coming. Keep in mind that, in the case of Noah, and of the shepherds who greeted their redeemer's birth, their faithfulness and simplicity endured—and even grew!-- even while we were working overtime to engineer and encourage more faithlessness, exploitation and oppression. And so the Heavenly Adversary was ready to act, when his faithful agents were also ready for him to act.


Keep in mind, Sir, that our Adversary's subjects were no more aware of the actual impending moment of their Master's next move than we were. But they didn't have to be aware ahead of time. They aren't even supposed to be, according to their Master. They are simply to live and believe and act in constant readiness for a final inspection. In fact, that is how his prophets and his apostles tell them to be ready! And thus many of them are ready. 


Isn't that stunningly simple? No wonder we overlooked it!


If that was the case before Noah's flood and the Adversary's first invasion, we can expect it to be the case just before he returns to try and depose our master from his throne. Based on these previous experiences, we predict that our Heavenly Adversary's servants and agents will clue us in to his imminent return by living as though he had already returned to earth in the flesh and were already Earth's undisputed king, thereby showing themselves ready for his imminent return. And should their faithfulness, love and simplicity steadily increase even while we ratchet up the flood of faithlessness and hatred on this planet, then let that be our warning, that his Spirit is preparing and strengthening his agents for his return, and therefore, our enemy is fast approaching for the final battle. 


Indeed, Sir, there may be no final battle once he returns, such as what some of their so-called bible prophecy experts have woven together out of selected promises and prophecies. It may be that their very own faithfulness to our Heavenly Adversary IS the final battle that precedes our adversary's return and which constitutes our intended defeat. Their victory over our lies and temptations thus becomes one and the same with his victory over our dominion, and a sign, again, of his impending approach.


Now that we know the true sign of his impending return—their growing faithfulness in the face of our increasing output of vice-- it remains for us to determine how to strike at the best moment before his return. One strategy we have considered would be to try on the Adversaries truths, faith and virtues for ourselves, to see if those would also make us more sensitive to his approaching return. But we quickly dispensed with that idea, for obvious reasons. 


Nor can we dissuade enough of the Adversary's subjects to discard and disbelieve the adversary's promise of his return, although we have tried quite hard in that department too. One would think that this task would get easier as the centuries pass. But they seem to sense that, if he does not return, his first coming would be pointless, or at least incomplete. 


The only tactic that remains to us is to continually increase our production of lies and vices indefinitely in the hope of finally overwhelming the patience and faithfulness of our Adversary's servants, so that the conditions necessary to his return will ever remain a distant possibility. You may object that this has basically been our same old tactic all along, and that it didn't stop our adversary's first appearance on this planet. It did not even stop him when the sum total of our Adversary's servants had been reduced to the eight members of Noah's family. This is true. But you can hardly expect anything new and creative of us when creation and creativity are our adversary's qualities and not our own, and are among the very reasons we revolted against him. 


So with these suggestions we leave it to your Infernal Department of Spiritual Warfare to determine how best to strike as the moment draws near. We have simply provided you the best intelligence we have gathered from a thorough examination of our previous battles with the Heavenly Adversary as regards his timing. In summary, we would warn you again to watch out for signs of faithful, patient endurance in virtue among his servants, especially that most dangerous and devastating virtue, love, and its partners, faith and hope. Especially, watch for faith, hope and love to increase among the adversary's agents even while we increase the production of their opposites, and in spite of our increasing output. Empowering them for faithful, steady, witness and work is how our Adversary prepares his agents for his moves, and that is how they, to quote one of their most dangerous prophets, “prepare the way of the Lord.” This is so simple, so beautiful, so loving and so virtuous, (and all those other traits that are too disgusting to mention) that its no wonder we have overlooked it in the past. Indeed, we are seeing enough signs of this growing faithfulness of late that it could very well be  that “the world is about to turn,” unless we act quickly and decisively. And slyly.

Yours in-Sin-cerely,

Chief Combat Intelligence Officer, Department of False Prophecy, Division for Forecasting Divine Initiatives

The End
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